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But so great are the elements of truth still residing
in the movement that we must guard against
allowing our criticism to breed a spirit of indifference
among the masses. Nor must we slur over the
faults committed by the other parties, whose
responsibility for the final catastrophe has been at
least as great as that of the Communists, and whose
responsibility for the course of events in Russia is
also not to be denied.

We were taught in the trenches to look upon
cowardice as the gravest sin of all It looks more
and more as if the entire youth of Europe were now
of the same opinion. Cowardice was the original
sin of the Second International. From cowardice
it permitted towards the end of its days the mur-
ders of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg.
Cowardice and the spirit of President Ebert, who
" hated the revolution like sin/5 gave us the blood-
hound, who was the undoing of the workers of the
Ruhr ; through cowardice the downfall of the
Hungarian and Bavarian Soviet Republics was
consummated, and cowardice presided over the
constitution of every coalition with the bourgeois
parties. Cowardice permitted Zorgiebel to shoot
down the workers of Wedding on May Day; it
voted for Hindenburg and armoured cruisers, and
prevented the general strike when Hitler came into
power., It induced the party members of the